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4 Þ Occaſional REFLECTIONS upon ſome Publick OccukRENcES: 


3 In a LETTER to à Friend. 
Dear Sir, | geht db: wlll mole 


Ince you are ſo deſirous to have an account from me of what paſſes from time to 
time, with my Judgment upon the moſt remarkable Occurrences, I ſhall en- 
— deavour to gratifie you as far, and as well as 1 can. I ſhall give you for News 
F nothing but what I my ſelf believe ; and for my Opinion, nothing but what I 
ſincerely think. And as you know I have no Biaſs upon my Mind, with reſpect of 
1 Parties, either of Favour, or Averſion; So you will not wonder if I now blame the 
8 Tories, and then the Whiggs, without incurring the Suſpicion of changing my Side. I ſay 
my Side, and I ſay it at the ſame time that I expect to be thought impartial. A Man 
may be in a Party, and not be ef it; and he that has no Hopes, or Fears, for himſelf 
_ diſtinct from what he has for the Publick, may cenſure thoſe whoſe Cauſe he likes beſt, 
where he thinks they are in the wrong; and will do it the more freely, by how much 
1 the more he hopes they may amend by his Admonit ions. My Lord Halifax 's Chara- 
| Ger of a Trimmer has not made me miſlike thoſe that deſerve that Name; and 1 ſhall 


FF _ not think 1 need Quarter for endeavouring to keep that Boat ſteady, in which I my 


ſelf am carried. Expect therefore that I ſhall freely cenſure all ſides: If I do any good 
I have my aim; if not, you, Sir, however who have ſet me a Work ought not to 
find fault with me, eſpecially ſince what you chiefly deſire, is to have me ſpeak freely 
JJ. 1 VVV dn ng 
The firſt piece of News that I ſhall entertain you with is, that Mr. Dyer has now for 
1 | ſeveral Polls ſaid not one word for Dr. Sacheverell. For five or ſix weeks ſcarce a Poſt 
os came in but brought accounts of his ſeveral Stages in his way to, and from, his Li- 
ving; Of the Honours he receiv'd ; of the Welcomes, and Acclamations with which 
the People met him; and of the Joy which they expreſs d when they ſaw the Man who 
had, as Mr. Dyer aſſures us, ſo Her eically contended for the Faith. The Mayor of Banbury's 


: 85 5 Speech has been printed: At Litchfield the High- Sheriff, and the County, and the Go- 


vernment of the City, met him with the ſame Solemnity with which they wou'd have 


AED 1 met their Sovereign. At Shrewsbury he enter d the Town with ſo much State, and was 


thronged with ſuch Multitudes of People, that he was an hour in paſſing the Street 

| before he cou'd reach his Lodging. The Nobility, Gentry, and Clergy, thro'tis whole 

Journey treated him with the Honour due to an Apoſtle; and had the Service done to 

is Church, and Country, been as great as it is poſſible to be done by a mortal Man 
to either, till thoſe who were at any time bleſs'd with his Preſence, have not been 
at all behind hand in their Demonſtrations of Gratitude tow'rds this wonderful In- 
ſtrument of their Deliverance. Y ou will not therefore be ſurpriz'd, Sir, if I look upon 

Mr. Dyer's Silence as a piece of News too conſiderable to be paſs'd over, by One that 

undertakes to give his Judgment upon Publick Affairs. 

I! here is a time when Men ceaſe to give Advice: and he that has had Advice given. 
him already in fo folemn a manner as Dr. S. has bad, is above all the Admonitions 
of a private Man. To tell him that he has been uſed as an Inſtrument in Great Mens 
Hands for them to work their Ends with; that many of thoſe who thus careſs him 

think as meanly of him, as his buſieſt Friends ſaid they did in the Parliament Houle 


1 1 that they publickly declare that this ſuddain turn in the People mult be from God, 
F ſince it has been effected by the Fooliſhneſs of Preaching, underſtood 11 the ftrifteſt ſenſe; 


that among their Friends they always diftinguifh between the Cauſe, and the Man, 
when they mention him: in a word, Sir, to tell him theſe and many otber mortifying 


wall * 
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Truths, that are publickly talk d of here in the a il have no effect: and he. 
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will jmputcit all to Malice, or Envy, in thoſe who either are Enemies to the Church 
of England; or are uneaſie at bis having the Glory of breaking the Neck of the Party; 
which, during bis Triph, he boaſted. in Gonxerſation that he ſhou d certainly do. 


Leaving him therefore to Tuminate upon the Glory of his Atchievements, I ſhall 


neo conſider the matter it 1950 And I. muſt take the freedom to ſay, that the Gentle- 
1578 


men who have ſhewn him theſe knptecedented Honours, have done as much as Men 


cou d bly do to deſtroy the Liberty of their native Country, by an Action which at firſt 
| = | fro CorSquencetouhe Bubbick, he'Security of the Bririch 


view may ſeem to de of no great 


& 


Priice, or Ptople, it is eventually the fame: thing. This Freedom confifts not only in 
making, or repealing Laws, ie of Money; but in a Power of achuſing any Sub- 

jeEt whatſoever of ſuch Crimes, and Miſdemeanors, as do not directly fall under the Cog- 
mance of any written Law. When therefore any Man is ſo impeached, tho he ſhould 


be acquitted, and the Impeachmert appear to have beey manifeftly ill grounded; the 


Peiſon ſo acquitted ought nevertheleſs to behave himſelf decently, ànd the People 


who are glad that he comes off, ought to ſhe a regard fot that Authority which has 
æ⁊ccuſed him; Other wiſe if that is treated with Scorn and Contempt, it may give too 
great Encouragement to Others to dare to do things with proſpect of Iinpunity, which 


elſe they would' not have bad the boldneſs to attenpt. 


ln the Caſe before us, the Perſon impeach'd-has been found guilty, Sentence has 
been paſt d, which tho a flight one, was yet à Sentence. In this, no lefs a Body than 
the whole Britiſh Parliament has been concern d. Now to treat this Man with Honour, 
who has been accuſed by the Commons, and found guilty by the Peerage of Great Bri- 


tein, may hereafter be ſuch a Diſcouragement to furure Parliaments from proſecuting 
thoſeawhom they may think guilty, as may be of fatal Conſequence. For generally 
| thoſe fleferve molt to be impeach'd, who have the ſtrongeſt Party toſupport them: and 


the reaſon is plain; for thoſe Men will naturally dare moſt, who think they ſhall be 


the beſt ſupported. And fuch Men are the likelieſt to get off: If then a Parliament 


ſhall immediately after a fruitleſs Impeachment be thteatned with a Diſſolution ; the 


Impeach'd Perſon be carried about in Iriumph over the Kingdom; and Addreſſes be 


ſent up to the n inſtantly to diſſolve the Parliament for that Offence ; what 


will probably be the Conſequence? The leaſt will be a Diſcouragement of ſuch ſort of 


Proſecutions, upon which our Liberties do ſo much depend. That is the leaſt Miſchief - 
which can happen: Probably ſuch a Flame may be kindled which no Man can tell 


where it will end: For thoſe that had Strength enough to carry on an Impeachment, 


will not want Friends without doors to ſtand by them; and what the Event may be 


in ſuch a Caſe, One that truly loves his Country will tremble to think upon. 

That I own is not like to be the Caſe now. Both Parties love the Oren, and the 
Proteſtant Succeſſion, too well to ſuffer their Heats to be fatal to the Nation. But till 
theſe Heats are much too great, and cannot poſſchly produce any good Effect. Addreſſes 
have been ſent up to Her Majeſty from molt parts of England, for a nem Parliament. 
And why? Becauſe the Houſe of Commons 1mpeach'd Dr. Sacheverell. Is this an Offence 
big enough? In one Seſſion more the Parliament will fall of ir ſelf, and then another 


will be choſgn of Couric ; will this Seditious Antimonarchical (J had almoſt ſaid Nebel- 
lious) Houſe of Commons deſtroy the Church of England if they ſhou'd be permitted to 


meet one other Seſſion? No wiſe Man thinks they would, Will not they Support the 
War, and provide for the Publick Exigencies of the Nation? That is not queſtioned. 
Will they attempt to alter the Succeſſion of the Illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover? that is not 


to be belleved. Why then, during the War, muſt the Nation be put into ſuch a 


en e een Suppoſ that Her Majeſty wou'd not Ocherwiſe h the 
All this is upon a Suppoſition that Her Majeſty wou'd not Otherwiſe have diffelzed the 
Parliament; and that if She ſhou'd do it now, it wou'd be only Fe in compliance 
with that Part of Her People who take this way to declare their Deſires. No good 


Subject heb in the Freedom of -a Briviſh Panliament e If that be taken away, let it bey 
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without enquiring into the Reaſons why 


and State, thoſe Fears will not die, and the Effects which they will naturally produce, 


unſeaſonably niſlid them, 


35 


Subject will object againſt what Her Majeſty ſhall in this Conjuncture think fitteſt to 


be done. Her Affection to Her People is undiſputed ; and if it is a fault to treat a 
Parliament courſely for their Proceed ings, it is much more ſo to treat Her Majelty in 
that manner, for what She ſhall think at any time fitteſt to be done. We ſhall no 
more queſtion Her Wiſdom, than Her ch, | 96rd if She diſſolves this Parliament. But 

er Majeſty thinks any thing proper to be 
done, we may lawfully examine into our Fellow Subjects Actions; and we may as 


_ lawfully paſs our Judgments upon them. 


If thoſe that began this Impeachment threw the Nation at firſt into unneceſſary 


Heats, thoſe afterwards that made uſe of Dr. S. s Name, and Perſon, in order to keep 
themup, and that promoted Addreſſes for a New Parliament, have certainly contributed 


but little to allay them. And who is moſt to blame, he that kind les a Fire, or he 


that will not lend a helping hand to quench it. 


If one Party ſhou'd give out that we are not likely to have a Peace whillt the Ma- 
nagement of the Treaty is in the Hands oi thoſe who get by the continuance of the 
War; are not they at leaſt equally to blame by keeping up thoſe Heats which mult 


neceſſarily encourage the Common Adverſary, and lead hun into an Opinion that 


if they continue the War he ſhall at Halt get better Terms? | . 
Have our Enemies ſhewn themſelves, for theſe laſt 80 Years, ſo weak, as not to know 


how to profit by the Diviſions of their Neighbours? Or are our Affairs brought to ſuch a 


pitch of Strength, and Superiority over them, that we need not fear their making any 


Advantage of our Domeſtick Diviſions ? Have the Dutch been ſuch ill Allies, that we 


can juſtifie our ſelves in forcing them to ſubmit to lefs honourable Terms, than they 
might reaſonably hope to gain, if the French King were driven to believe that we 
wou'd oblige him to ſubmit to what his Miniſters conſented to in his Name the laſt 
Year ? Or can we hope to make a ſeparate Peace that ſhall be more advantageous, 
than one that ſhall be made with the joint Conſent of the whole Alliance. a 4 

Can thoſe who in the late Reign 1mpeach'd the then Miniſtry for promoting a Treaty 


. of Partition, with a good grace now hinder the proſecution of a proſperous War, which, 


if vigorouſly carried on, will induce the French King not only to abandon his Grand ſon, 


but even to aſſiſt us in reſtoring the Houſe of 9 gs to its undoubted Rights? 
Should none of theſe be the Conſequences of the preſent Hears, yet it they prob h 
may be ſo, can thoſe that induſtriouſly foment them, anſwer it to themſelves, or their 
Country, eſpecially when a little patience will bring their Ends about as effectu ally 
to themſelves, and with leſs hazard to the Publick? _ 
If the Nation is juſtly alarm'd with fears of Danger to the Conſtitution in Church 


7 


will be equally powerful, when Peace abroad will ſet us at quiet to attend to Perils 


at home. Whereas if theſe Alarms are but imaginary, thoſe that are now dcluded, 


may be provoked to fall with greater weight upon the Perſons of. 


The upſhot of the matter 1s this: Thoſe that ſtood by Dr. S. ought to be content 
with their ſuppoled Victory, and not carry their Exultatious fo far as to wound hat 


ole who have o 


Authority by which he was proſecuted, and tried, and let me add again, condemn'd, 


and cenſured, Thoſe that wake ule of th s Accident to inflame the Nation, ought to 


be careful that they do not, by miſ-timing their Reſentments, wound that Iatereſt 


which they profeſs to ſupport. If they are in the right, whatſoever you or I may think, 


the Event will juſtifie them. But it is plain that the Pablick Gredir has been hurt, a d 


they have not been able to keep it up: For I can hardly think them ſo weak as hot to 
have been deſirous to have kept it up, or rather to have rais'd ut, if they could. Where- 
as upon a belief that theſe Heats wou d fall of themſelves, it has of late begun to riſe 
a little again, If this will not teach them, I am ſure nothing that you or 1 can 
ſay, will. 5 | 
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